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Commander’s Corner  
Jerome Goolsby  
 

Well Spring is starting to settle in and with it the 
promise of renewal with Winter’s cold grip passing 
away. 

Right now all Posts should have sent their Post Data Forms into 
Department HQ. You MUST turn those in even if you are not changing any 
information. That form is used to let National HQ send out dues notices 
to your members. No form, no dues notices. 

Cadet Patrol and Boys State will soon be in their respective sessions. If 
your Post sponsored someone for Cadet Patrol please try to attend the 
graduation ceremony. You will be impressed by what you see. If you can 
come to Boys State on Legion Day you will get to see where your 
sponsorship money is going and what impact it is having. At the very least 
each District chair should attend. 

Our membership campaign is still going strong. Now is the time to check 
your rosters to see if any longtime members who haven’t paid may need 
help in renewing their membership. 

Time is approaching for compiling your Consolidated Post Report and 
submitting it to Department HQ. I’m asking Districts to assign someone 
to make sure each of their Posts have submitted their respective CPR. 

 Independence Day is just around the corner. I hope you have plans to 
participate or lead a celebration of our nation’s 250th anniversary in your 
local community. 

Our “Be The One” Campaign is still the top focus for the Legion Family. 
Training for suicide prevention is available online at 
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one/be-the-one-training and 
training is often provided at our Department Convention and Fall 
Conference. Check to see if it’s on the agenda and be sure to attend. 
Also, please greet every new visitor to your Post and make them feel 
welcome. You never know when you might turn someone’s day around 

and not even realize it.  

The main fundraising project for this year is the National Emergency Fund (NEF). This program provides needed emergency 
cash to help Legionnaires hit by a natural disaster with basic needs while their insurance claims are processed. Our 
Department got a lot of help from the NEF during the floods of 1993 and the Joplin Tornado in 2011. Anything you can donate 
would be greatly appreciated. 

I’ve just gotten done attending the second session of the Department of Missouri Legion College. I encourage you to attend the 
2027 session, you’ll receive interactive training, a lot of valuable information and the chance to work with Missouri 
Legionnaires from across the state. I highly commend College Dean Mark Clark and Facilitators Lowry Finley-Jackson, Albert 
Jackson and John Buckwalter for establishing the college and providing solid instruction to attendees. Thanks to their sterling 
efforts we are slowly building the leadership base our Department sorely needs for the future. 

One thing I have noticed during my term as Commander is confirmation that the public does hold veterans in high esteem. 
There was a man who was pulling away from a convenience store as I was going in who stopped his car got and called to me 
just to shake my hand and thank me for my service. We need to make sure to take proper use of their good well by doing events 
that allow for public participation and to let them know The American Legion is there to help support the veterans and youth in 
the communities we serve. School Awards, ROTC Medals, serving as a go-to spot for veterans to seek help and support, flag 
education at schools and conducting patriotic and social events are just a few of the things we can do. 

There’s still about a third of the program year left to go and a lot still to accomplish. As John Wayne once said about how we 
should start our day – “This is my country, and I’m going to do good for it”….sounds like a good way to deal with the rest of our 
year – can’t hurt to try it. 

 

 

Department Commander’s 
Project 

 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND  

 

MUTUAL HELPFULNESS IS IN OUR DNA 

Since the 1920s, The American Legion has stood by 
communities, Legionnaires and Legion posts after 
disasters like hurricanes, tornadoes and wildfires.  

Established after Hurricane Hugo in 1989, the 
National Emergency Fund has delivered over $11 

million in aid to Legionnaires and Legion posts, 
helping prevent post closures and support 

recovery. With grants of up to $3,000 for individuals 
and $10,000 for posts, the NEF ensures rapid relief 

when it’s needed most. 

We have an obligation to assist members in need, 
and we do so through donations to the National 

Emergency Fund.  All Contributions are deposited 
in a special account and are used exclusively to 

meet our members’ most urgent needs.   

Send your tax-deductible contributions to:  

The American Legion Department  of Missouri  
ATTN: National Emergency Fund  

P. O. Box 179  
Jefferson City, MO 65109 

 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/be-the-one/be-the-one-training
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Membership  
Senior Vice Commander 
Alex Slocum  
     Since the beginning of the 2026 membership year 
the Department of Missouri had met all the renewal 
goals set by our national staff.  From the 50% mark in 
September to the 90% goal for March, we met and 

exceeded the goal.  Then April hit and we flattened out membership wise 
and came up short in the race to 95%. 

     Thanks to all our members who renewed, signed up or transferred into 
a local post.  We may have missed our goal but we have done well 
enough in membership to be in tenth place in the national standings.  
The membership race between the departments is based on the 
percentage of members we have towards our goal of 25,464. 

     National had set a 95% renewal rate for April 8 and all the 
departments within the organization missed this milestone.  What does 
this mean in the long run?  To us and all the other department we still 
have work to do to reach our ultimate goal of 100% by June 30. 

     Up until this point, I have worked with the zone and district 
commanders on membership.  Allowing them to keep the pressure on 
the post commanders.  Now I am reaching out to the posts to make the 
effort to continue to gain members up until June 30.  This falls on the 
post commanders, adjutants or membership chairman.  

     If your posts it at 100% but you still have members who haven’t paid 
their 2026 dues then reach out to them.  Every member counts.  If your 
post hasn’t met its membership goal then the members on your roster 
who have expired need to be contacted.  They are the ones who would be easiest to bring back into your post. 

     A word of caution.  I discovered with members of my home post who expired in January.  A couple members renewed on-line 
through the national system and they didn’t appear on our membership roster as being paid.  They were assigned to the 
national roster.  I discovered this when I ran what we call a Post 1000 roster and their names appeared.  I had to take action to 
transfer them back into my post.  Compare your post roster with a Post 1000 roster you can run through MyLegion. If you don’t 
have a MyLegion account then reach out to your district commander or me for assistance. 

     The second group would be those veterans who sign up on-line through the national system and will show up on the Post 
1000 roster.  I recently ran a roster of these members and picked up four members for my home post and two members for 
other posts.  I targeted those members who only had one year of membership in attempt to increase our numbers.  If your post 
is in one of the larger metropolitan areas in the state, there are 100s of members that will show on a roster that could possibly 
transfer into your post. 

     The third group of members would be new members.  These may be hard to find but never pass up the chance to bring a new 
member into your post. 

     June 30, 2026 is the date that national will set our delegate strength for the 2026 National Convention in Louisville.  
Membership awards for departments are based on that date also.  Those departments that reach 100% of their goal by that 
date are recognized at the convention.  June 23 is the key date for our 2026 membership year.  If you mail your membership 
to department it needs to reach department by June 23.  Once our HQ staff processes the membership it can still take up to a 
week to show in the National system.  If you are mailing membership then try and have it in the mail by June 15.  For those who 
process membership on-line June 23 is your date as again it can take a week to update.  

     Thanks again to the effort put forth on membership this year and all I am asking is to put forth the effort through June.    

    

 
 
 

Missouri Buddy Check 22 Day 
Missouri Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide 
among Service Members, Veterans, and their Family 
members, redesigned the Missouri Buddy Check 22 
Day webpage. The new design provides short video 
tools to engage audiences. The first video was 
recorded by Governor Kehoe. In it, he explains what 
Missouri’s Buddy Check 22 Day is and how all 
Missourians can be a part of it.  Other videos cover, 
how to conduct a meaningful check in, connecting 
to care, when is someone at increased risk of 
suicide, and more. www.mogovchallenge.com  
 
 
 
Jon Sabala 
Veterans Services Director 
Missouri Department of Mental Health 
573-751-2368 
www.dmh.mo.gov/veterans 
 
 

 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
http://www.mogovchallenge.com/
http://www.dmh.mo.gov/veterans
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Oratorical 
Judge Duane Benton – Chairman 

Three students win Legion scholarships 
at 2026 oratory finals.  Having advanced 
through district and zone contests, three 
students competed at the Department 
(State) finals at Southern Boone High 
School, in Ashland, on Sunday, March 1.  
Accompanied by families and supporting 
Legionnaires, they were the guests of 
honor at the opening luncheon, while the 
judges—seven prominent experts and 
professionals—had lunch separately.     
 
Judge Duane Benton – Department 
Oratorical chair and a Legion favorite – 
presided over the contest.  Each 
contestant in turn presented a prepared 
oration about the U.S. Constitution 

(lasting 8 to 10 minutes).  Later, each student spoke for 3 to 5 minutes about Article VI, clause 3, requiring oaths to support the 
Constitution, by all federal and state officers.  
 
Tess Lehman, from Taylor, a junior at Palmyra High School, won the highly competitive State finals, with her oration, “Speech is 
Power.”  She earned a $5,000 scholarship, a Gold medal, and the opportunity to earn even more scholarships when she 
represents Missouri at the National Finals in May.  
 
Receiving a Silver medal and a $2,500 scholarship for second place, Eric Travis, from Republic, a senior at Republic High 
School, spoke about “The Importance of Intentional Constitutional Vagueness.”   
 
In third place, earning a scholarship of $2,250 and a Bronze medal, was Alexandria Penland, from St. Joseph, a sophomore at 
Benton High School, who presented an oration, “I love my Country. “ 
 
These scholarships are made possible by the Legionnaires of Missouri, and the American Legion Foundation of Missouri, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  The four finalists also qualify for a $13,000 renewable scholarship for attendance at Drury 
University in Springfield, and for scholarships from William Jewell College in Liberty. 
 
The purpose of the Oratorical program is to develop deeper knowledge and appreciation for the U.S. Constitution.  The Legion 
contest is a partner with the National Speech and Debate Association, the honor society for high school students.  This 91-
year-old program also is a teaching tool for civics, history, or social-studies teachers, as well as speech, debate and language-
arts teachers.  The Legion’s contest lets young speakers earn some of the most generous scholarships available to high school 
students.  About $150,000 in scholarship awards are awarded each year across the Nation. 
 

  

Tess Lehman – Palmyra High School 
1st Place 

Alexandria Penland- Benton High 
School  -3rd Place 

Eric Travis  - Republic High School 
2nd Place 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
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Chaplain’s Corner  

Rachel Merlos – Department 

Chaplain 
As I began thinking of what I wanted to write 
about, I was drawing a complete blank. I 
wanted to write about something that would 
relate to all of us. What is something that all 

of us can relate to? I had a couple of topics but nothing really 
caught me. I went to my sister’s church and the topic of the 
sermon was service, service to others and service to 
ourselves.   

For the last month, I have been in North Carolina helping my 
sister recover from her knee replacement surgery. The first 
two weeks were rough for me and her. I was taking everything 
from me to help her. I ended up being so worn out that I slept 
for 14 hours.   

 I tell you all of this, not to get any sympathy, but to remind 
you of the saying “You can’t give from an empty cup”, which is 
completely true. I found out the hard way. As much as you 
want to help your fellow Legionnaires or your Post, you can’t 
do it if you are burned out. You must remember to take care 
of yourself. Whether it is taking a day to yourself or, if your life 
is too busy/hectic, try taking a real break when you can.   

Some may think that stepping back is a sign of weakness. I 
am here to tell you that it is not. I truly believe that it is a sign 
of strength, a sign that you are listening to your body/mind. 
Once you are refreshed, you will be able to serve with 
renewed energy.   

Many who enjoy helping others have a very hard time asking 
for help when needed. (I am very guilty of this.) Before leaving 
for North Carolina, I had many things left on my to-do list, 
including cleaning out my car and getting it washed. My 
sister, Genevieve, kept telling me to let her take care of my 
car while I took care of other things. I felt bad to let someone 
else clean up the chaos that I created. I told her that I will get 
it done. In older sister fashion, Genevieve puts down this 
piece of wisdom, “Who are you to take away my opportunity 
to be of service to you?” (Mic drop)   

 I was left speechless. How do you rebut that? For a whole 
minute I tried to come up with something. I couldn’t. Could 
you? All I could do was give her my car keys and said thank 
you.  

 

 

Monthly Reminders May – July 2026 
 

May 2026 
 

1 Be The One Day  
4-7 National Spring Meetings – Indianapolis, IN   
7-8 Truman Pilgrimage – Independence, MO 
8 Truman Holiday - Headquarters Closed  
10  2026 Membership Award forms due to  HQ  
13 100% Membership Target Date  
15-17  87th National  High School Oratorical Contest –  

 Hillsdale College Michigan  
16 Armed Forces Day  
22  National Poppy Day  
25 Memorial Day - Headquarters Office Closed  
 

June 2026 
 

1  Be The One Day  
10 Department Convention Hotel Registration  
           Cutoff  
7-12 Missouri Cadet Patrol Academy    
14 Flag Day  
14  Army’s 250th  Birthday  
15 Post Consolidate Data Reports due to  
           Department Headquarters if you are filing a  
           paper form.  
18-21 Missouri American Legion Legacy Ride  
19  Juneteenth Day – Headquarters closed 
21  Father’s Day  
20-27 86th Missouri Boys State  
23 JROTC applications are due to Department  
           Headquarters 
25 Legion Day at Missouri Boy State @ Lindenwood 
           College  
27 Korean War Remembrance Day  
30 Toot Your Horn entries due to Department   
 

July 2026 
 

1 Be The One Day  
1 Post Consolidate Data Report due to National  
           if you are filing an electronic report through  
           MyLegion  
3 Newsletter Competition Entries due to  
           Department or can be hand delivered to the  
           Department Convention office NLT than 9:00 am 
           July 9, 2026  
4 America 250th Anniversary             
9-11 Department Convention –Oasis Hotel and 

Convention Center 2546 North Glenstone 
Ave, Springfield, MO  

15 Cutoff for National Convention Registration  
17-24 Boys Nation – Washington D. C.  
 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
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Youth Government Day 2026 

The 38th Annual State Youth Government Day was held on 
April 14, 2026 at the Missouri State Capitol   There were two 
schools who participated, Paris High School from Paris 
Missouri and The RISCO RII School District from Risco 
Missouri.  The students, chaperones, Department 
Commander Jerome Goolsby, Department Senior Vice 
Commander and the State Youth Government Committee 
Chairman Lloyd Miller toured the capital and spoke with 
their local representatives.  They enjoyed lunch at Sweet 
Smoke BBQ where the Department Adjutant and the 
Department Commander spoke with the students. 

   

   

 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
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100% Goal  Post  
POST Post Name Commander 

 
POST  Post Name  Commander  

43 Kaffenburger - Williams Mark Davy  783 Denson - Winans Thomas J. Lang 
349 Dudley - Patton - Harvey Patrick McGuire Jr.   309 Clarence Memorial Carl Langhammer 
11 MacDonald - Dugger - Duncan - Petree Alvan C. Ellis  297 Union Pete Colombo 

143 Oliver Guy Vassar Walter Lobster  162 Lemay Memorial Daniel Bub 
59 Kenady - Hanks  Bill Kidd  371 Ingham - Morgan  Dennis Echols 
18 Sullivan Dale Wigger  197 Pershings Old Home Denzil Heaney 
66 Samuel T. Adams Phillip M. Greenway  318 Leon A Robbins Memorial Levin Stremmel 

232 Mississippi County Jim Presson, Adjutant  90 Munday - Hancock Charles McCulloch 
384 Smith - Holloway Ray Kelly  100 James Edward Gray Phillip Rickabaugh 
233 Koca - Reeder - Giddens  Dennis Floyd  604 Lewis - French Donald Feasel 
372 Roy E. Carr Kevin J. White  258 Lohman - Meyer David L. Meyer 
121 Paul P. Shutts Brian Brashears  554 Bloomsdale Memorial Jeffrey Thomas 
277 Robert Graham  Paul Johnson  202 Herbert Williams Roy Stigers 
26 James Bledsoe James E. Martin  491 George T. Murphy Douglas Schouten 

120 Benjamin - Elliott - Stockton Milo L. Daniel  391 Claude Duff James D. Nanneman 
498 Garden City Memorial Nina J. Finney  508 Robinson - Beeching Ronald D. Green 
68 McAfee - Stephens  James Wycoff  158 Altenthal - Joerns Steven Skelton 

558 Malta Bend Memorial Tom McCutcheon  494 Qulin Memorial Kevin Warren 
47 Greenfield Christopher L. Lurvey  57 Green Hills Wayne Kitchen 

637 Table Rock Heather M. Lawson  379 Oak Grove Michael Sanchez 
282 Reynolds - Martin John Price  642 George A. Whiteman Memorial George Shepherd 
393 Gower Memorial Ron Hardwick  404 St Louis Women's  Esther Richards 

1107 Heartland Women Veterans Sheridin Jones  322 Darris S Schalk Don Wooten 
94 John I Wilson Memorial Mike Bath  392 Pineville - Jane  Tim McCaine 
39 Coleman - Frazier - Cole Paul Pillard  434 Nixa Memorial Nicholas Gerdes 

431 Miller - Goodwin - King John P Ferguson Sr.   239 LeRoy Smithpeter Martin D. Rainey 
195 Estill Pummill Todd Suma  153 Brown - Mabry  Jesse Wells 
138 Howard S. Keeling James Woods  676 Kirby Wilcox Bicentennial Mike Easterly 
276 Humansville Wade M. Harris  359 Pony Express Jim Williams 
586 Swan Lake Memorial Robert Gladbach  4 Fred W. Stockham Thomas J. Williams Sr. 
82 Windsor David Free  137 Fred A. Boswell Jason Dannettel 
23 Wayne T. Boles Robert Lee  29 Albion E. Robinson Wm. D. (Bill Burnett) 

228 Sullivan County Leroy Wyant  113 Charles W. Waller Steven R. Clark 
273 Howard County Eric E. Fizer  114 Henry Meldrum Frankie Adams 
420 Old Monroe Harry Eggering  230 Trent - Sallee Larry E. Griffin 
270 Rolla Memorial Dennis Meschke  172 Webster Groves Memorial Jeffrey A. Parrotte 
601 Davisville Memorial John Moore  88 Pemiscot County James A. Atchison 
304 Edgar Cole Henry Suddarth  125 Norval Stafford Charles Hopkins 

 

 

Education and Scholarship  

AJ Noonan – Chairman 

 
The Education and Scholarship Committee convenes on 01 May 2026 at the Department Headquarters to 
review, evaluate and select the awardees from applications received by the 20 April 2026 deadline.  Late 
applications are not be considered by the Committee. Scholarship Awardees will be notified in writing and 
published in the June/July Department Legionnaire. The Committee looks forward to awarding the 2026 

Scholarships to deserving individuals. If you or anyone you know maybe interested in becoming a member on this Committee 
– please send me an email for consideration by the Department Commander.   

Direct questions concerning American Legion Scholarships to Mr. A.J. Noonan. Phone (573) 872-9068 or email: 
ajnoonan2004@yahoo.com.   

A.J. Noonan, Chairman 
Education and Scholarship Committee 
 

 

 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
mailto:ajnoonan2004@yahoo.com
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Sons of the American Legion 
Detachment of Missouri 
Greetings from the Sons of the American 
Legion Detachment of Missouri ! 

We are happy to report that thanks to your 
efforts throughout the State, our 

membership has been strong in both renewing current members 
and recruiting new members. Since the 2025 Convention we have 
chartered three new Squadrons, and we currently have two more 
in the initial process of being chartered. More and more Posts 
have begun to see the value of having an SAL Squadron where we 
can assist our Legionnaires in the operations of the Post 

As of this writing, we have achieved 89.10% of our national 
membership goal with 2,975 paid members. 

I have had the privilege of visiting several Squadrons throughout 
the state and have been so pleased, but not surprised, by the 
wonderful work that our SAL members have put in to help our 
Veterans and support their Posts and their communities as a 
whole.  

We want to emphasize the importance of getting the following 
reports sent in annually. The Squadron Data Report, the Officer 
Report, and the Consolidated Squadron Report. 

An updated Squadron Data Report (SDR) is essential because 
effective August 01, 2026, the Detachment membership dues will 
change from $8 (state & national amounts combined) per member 
to $10 per member for the 2026/2027 membership year and it will 
need to be reflected on the SDR if your Squadron decides to 
increase your total dues.  

A letter was mailed on March 31, 2026, to every squadron explaining the dues increase. We had not had a change in Detachment 
dues in nearly 10 years, and it became clear that because of these inflationary times, we had to address this issue to keep the 
Detachment “in the black”. As you can see, we intentionally kept this increase as minimal as we could at just $2 per year.    

Officer Reports: We ask that You send in your Squadron Officers Report by June 30th each year, because Your Membership 
Cards will NOT be sent to you from Jefferson City until you have sent in your annual Officer’s Report. This report MUST be 
submitted annually, even if you have had no change in officers from the previous year. 

We invite every member to attend the 2026 Detachment Convention and Fall Conference. These meetings are not just for 
Squadron Officers… ALL SAL members are invited and encouraged to attend. 

This is where we can update you on State and National issues that have taken place. In addition, we like holding “open 
discussions” where, as an example, you can talk about what does or does not work for your squadrons or we get feedback on 
how the Detachment can better serve your squadron. Overall, we share ideas with our fellow members that hopefully can 
contribute to our combined success across Missouri.     

The Detachment Convention General Session will begin at 10:30 AM, Saturday, July 11, 2026, at the Oasis Hotel and 
Convention Center, 2546 North Glenstone Ave, Springfield, MO. 

The Fall Conference General Session will begin at 10:30 AM, Saturday, October 24, 2026, at the Inn at Grand Glaize 5142 Osage 
Beach Parkway, Osage Beach, MO. 

Our General Sessions at both the Convention and Fall Conference typically last 2-3 hours depending upon how many 
participants we have.  

We look forward to seeing and meeting all that can attend ! 

Again, I want to thank our Sons of the American Legion members as well as all of our American Legion Family members for the 
wonderful work that you do in support of our Veterans, and our Communities, State and Nation. 

“For God and Country” 

Michael L. Walter 
Detachment Commander 

http://www.missourilegion.org/
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Leadership And Training  

PDC Mark Clark -Chairman 
 

Hello my fellow Legionnaires!  As we prepare to wrap up another legion year it is time once again to 
remind you that you have a Leadership and Training Committee committed to providing you the 
training you need to be successful as a member or leader within The American Legion.  Our committee 
is made up of experienced Legionnaires who are eager to share their knowledge with you and your 
fellow members to help you sustain and grow your Post and your programs. 

We recently completed the second annual Missouri American Legion College to prepare thirty-one Missouri Legionnaires to 
take on leadership roles in their Posts, Districts, and Department.  I would like to congratulate our graduates and their post 
from this year’s class; Phillis Campbell (6), Ray Brown (21), Timothy Munday (25), Charles Holt (38), Bruce Miller (52), Charlie 
Brown III (52), Tony Blanchard (55), Michael Bath (94), Debbie Flannigan (94), Alex Slocum (131), Mark Reed (138), Kevin 
McMeel (158), Henry Orf (180), Bill Funtenatto (180), Todd Surma (195), Roger Gansmann (297), Hershal Williams (312), 
Kendra Dyck (318), Hayden Eberlan (318), Kevin Stremmel (318), Robert Norris (331), Dave Randall (379),  Michael Sanchez 
(379), Tom Payeur (397), Frader Smith (397), Lucia Greer (444), Nick Arnett (444), Sandy Highfill (1214), and Shellie L. Jones 
(1214). 

I would like to thank our students and their posts for their support of the Missouri American Legion College.  I can say without a 
doubt that each graduate from our college is ready to lead and I look forward to watching them grow in our department. Each 
of them brought energy, curiosity, and engaged one another in the most positive of ways, making this year’s class an 
outstanding example of what we can be when we all work together. 

The Missouri Legion College could not have happened without our dedicated volunteer facilitators. Assisting me in providing 
instruction were Department Adjutant Lowry Finley-Jackson, Department Sergeant at Arms, Albert Jackson, and Past 
Department Commander John Buckwalter.  These dedicated professionals pour their heart into our college and make it a 
wonderful experience for our students.  Please join me in thanking them the next time you see them. 

I am a firm believer that training builds competence; competence builds confidence; and confidence fosters commitment.  
One of the great barriers to our members stepping into leadership positions is that they don’t believe they have the skills to do 
so. Our committee can provide the knowledge needed to be an effective leader in our organization and I strongly encourage 
you to reach out to us and let us help you.  

Our members come to us as accomplished leaders in their professional lives and if we take the time to teach them about the 
Legion, our programs, and our leadership structure, they will want to help lead our organization.  Once they know who we are 
and what we do, they will be eager to step into leadership and that will make us stronger.  If you are having difficulty in getting 
your members to volunteer to help you lead your programs and your posts, give us a try, and let us build the confidence they 
need to be comfortable enough to step up. 

Our committee will be meeting during the July Department Convention. If you have training questions or just want to learn 
more about who we are and what we can do for you, please feel free to attend our meeting.  It would be great to have you there 
and hear what ideas you may have to make our training program better. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Department Convention or in your Posts/Districts as we ramp up our training program for 
the upcoming year. 

PDC Mark R. Clark 
Chairman, Leadership Training Committee 
Dean, Missouri American Legion College 
 

 

Photos  from the Department Legion College 
can be found on the Department’s Facebook 
Page. 

 

 

  

http://www.missourilegion.org/
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Missouri Legion Baseball 
Tom Rhoads – Chairman 

Dear Missouri, American Legion Post Leadership, 

Thank you for your continued support of Missouri American Legion Baseball. As we prepare for the 2026 
season, we are asking Posts Leadership for financial assistance to help strengthen and grow our statewide 

program. 

How donations will be used: 

• Prep Baseball Report (PBR): Field time, baseballs, and statewide player exposure. 
• Media & Livestreams: Improved social media, website updates, and game broadcasts. 
• Strategic Partnerships: Support for ABCA, MHSBCA, and St. Louis Metro Collegiate League. 
• All-Star Games: Insurance, fields, umpires, jerseys, and promotions. 
• 19U State Tournament: Facility rental, umpires, insurance, live streaming, and baseballs. 
• Missouri Legion Scout Team: Launching in 2026 to compete against junior colleges in the fall. 
• Hall of Fame Dinner: Supporting the inaugural 2026 event honoring contributors and providing lunches and     awards. 
• Golf Tournament:  .  (see flyer attached) Towels, golf balls, tees, pouches and raffle items. 

Any level of support directly benefits Missouri youth and strengthens one of the Legion’s most impactful community 
programs.  You can mail a check to:  Tom Rhoads, 2941 Marbach Court, St. Charles, Mo.  63301; made out to:  Missouri 
American Legion Baseball 

With appreciation, Tom Rhoads Missouri American Legion Baseball State Chairman 

Upcoming Golf Tournament & Hall of Fame Luncheon  
May 16, 2026 
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Post 0004 - Fred W. Stockam - St. Louis 
Hoffmann, Joseph, W 
Post  0005 - Roscoe Enloe - Jefferson City  
Braun, Frank, A 
Smart, Philip, A 
Braun, Roger, R 
Trunnel, Thomas, J 
Hebert, Hal, C 
Block, Richard, F 
Simpson, Ralph, G 
Burns, Michael, D 
Egbert, Michael, D 
Lowery, James, E 
Naught, Thomas,   
Stout, Tom,   
Helms, Orvyle, H 
Benson, Terry, L 
Shaffer, Lynn, E 
Post 0006 - Bazan - Bailey - Moberly 
Schlichter, Robert, W 
Post 0007 - Rucker - McAllister - Brunswick 
Bentley, Norman,   
Post 0011 - MacDonald - Dugger - Duncan - Petree  - St. 
Joseph 
Cerniglia, Sam, J 
McCune, Mary,   
Mollus, David, L 
Post 0013 - Robert S. Thurman - Joplin 
Gehrs, W, L 
Post 0014 - Clem P. Dickinson - Clinton 
Simpson, Del,   
Price, James, R 
Post 0015 - Rollo - Calcaterra - St. Louis 
Berra, Edward, C 
Post 0020 - MacDougall - Lowe - Kirksville 
Montgomery, John, E 
Post 0021 - Tirey J. Ford - Independence 
Stults, Michael, D 
Tracy, Clarence, X 
Luppens, Charles, D 
McGlynn, John, C 
McNally, Gary, W 
Rains, James, A 
Rice, Joe, L 
Shawver, Jack,   
Huff, Jack, E 
King, Charles, P 
Dunnam, Carman, R 
Evans, Larry, W 
Cambers, Chauncey, F 
Richardson, Floyd, M 
Kline, Robert, E 
Howell, Woodrow, T 
Enfranca, Ronald, J 
Shoop, Wm, G 
Chichura, George,   
Post 0023 - Wayne T. Boles - West Plains 
Privett, Francis, M 
Post 0025 - Vern R. Glick - Chillicothe 
Baker, Chris, A 
Clevenger, Terry, L 
Stark, Frank, E 
Guilford, Kenneth, L 
Heisey, Larry, G 
Post 0029 - Albion E. Robinson - Macon 
Noyes, Wayne, R 
Johnson, Robert, W 
Post 0030 - Leonard Wood - Mountain Grove 
Rossignol, Ronald, D 
Post 0031 - Major Dale Stepp - Trenton 
Key, Buddie, L 
Post 0038 - Heinline - Hanks - Fair Grove 
Stone, Richard, E 
Post 0041 - Texas County - Houston 
Scott, Gerald, M 
Brevoort, Harry,   
Fraley, Glen, R 

Post 0042 - Hurley Lee Spicer - Harrisonville 
Ketchum, Robert,   
Hiser, John, R 
Page, Butch, L 
Post 0052 - Toma - Tuttle - Boonville 
Waterfield, Dan,   
Post 0055 - Emmette J. Shields - Hannibal 
Wright, Robert, G 
Noel, Charles, L 
Rouse, Glenis, D 
Zerbonia, William,   
Powell, Bernard, L 
Yargus, John, W 
Carey, Larry, C 
Barnard, Jim,   
Baker, Ronald, W 
Post 0057 - Green Hills - Bucklin 
Miller, Jimmy, L 
Hughes, Raymond, E 
Post 0058 - Smithville - Smithville 
Maxson, James, E 
Post 0060 - George Thomas Cullom - Lexington 
Weedin, Norman, B 
Beyer, Robert, J 
Post 0061 - Jarchow Schroeder - Kansas City 
Shavnore, Thomas, W 
Hunt, Kermit, D 
Post 0063 - Louis K. Juden - Cape Girardeau 
James, Earl, W 
Beasley, Ronald, L 
Adkins, Jerry, R 
Geringer, Kenneth,   
Griffith, Jimmy,   
Reinbott, Martin,   
Tucker, George, A 
Seabaugh, James, R 
Seabaugh, Randy, R 
Post 0065 - Ozark - Pierce City 
Larkin, Jim,   
Gripka, Donald, L 
Post 0067 - Craig - Wheeler - Duzan - Rich Hill 
Westerhold, Wayne, B 
Withrow, Robert, L 
Post 0069 - Goad - Ballinger - Springfield 
Watkins, Carrie,   
Schultz, Ben, L 
Thomas, Larry, D 
Lapham, James, T 
Post 0078 - Charles E Bollman - Frank T. Markovich - 
Slater 
Florence, William, W 
Post 0081 - Crawford County Memorial - Bourbon 
Mallory, Stephen, L 
Post 0082 - Windsor - Windsor 
Madole, Frank,   
Larsen, Allan,   
Post 0088 - Pemiscot County - Caruthersville 
Trammell, Dennis,   
Post 0090 - Munday - Hancock - Holden 
Corwin, Donald, E 
Post 0091 - Hobbs - Anderson - Monett 
Koenig, Clarence,   
Post 0094 - John I Wilson - Troy 
Todd, Amanda, S 
Post 0096 - Jerome L. Goldman - St. Louis 
Kozloff, Charles,   
Post 0099 - Walker - Roney - Salem 
Pollard, Mark, A 
Post 0100 - James Edward Gray - Maryville 
Colville, Robert,   
Rhoades, John, C 
Eckles, William, H 
Thompson, Michael, S 
Daniels, James, R 
Watkins, Doyle, E 
Post 0104 - Morgan County - Versailles 
Chapman, Landon,   
Daniels, Jimmy,   
Post 0112 - Troy Herd - Ava 
Yarger, Donald, N 
Post 0114 - Henry Meldrum - Sikeston 
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Essner, Paul, W 
Scherer, Fred, L 
Rohr, Walter, J 
Sherrod, Charles, E 
Johnson, Billie, E 
Eakins, Lindell, P 
Post 0117 - Tweedie - Murray - Braymer 
Morris, Kerby, A 
Post 0118 - Irwin - Easley - Cassville 
Stephens, James, W 
Post 0125 - Norval Stafford - Springfield 
Allen, John,   
Dunn, Michael, L 
Post 0131 - Matthews - Crawford - Warrensburg 
Brasel, William,   
Wheatley, James, R 
Towles, Chester, W 
Fitterling, Ray, D 
Post 0132 - King City - King City 
Holeman, Dale,   
Post 0133 - Moonier Reddick - Perryville 
Dillahay, Robert, F 
Dubois, Wayne,   
Koenig, Larry,   
Boesch, Donald, M 
Giesler, Donald, L 
Buchheit, Albert, J 
Friese, Paul, J 
Wibbenmeyer, Donald, L 
Brown, Roger, E 
Harshaw, William,   
Heine, Kenneth, L 
Ponder, Edgar, C 
Post 0134 - Borgman - Osthoff - Wellington 
Rodenberg, Delbert, E 
Walls, James, L 
Post 0137 - Fred A. Boswell - Mt. Vernon 
Spratt, Paul, W 
Post 0138 - Howard S. Keeling - Boliver 
Mangan, Charles, B 
Burnett, Kalvin, R 
Bruce, Kenneth, L 
MEYER, ALVIN, D 
Yarberry, Bill,   
Post 0142 - Webster County - Marshfield 
Cowen, Bill, J 
Post 0149 - Way Miner - Kansas City 
Weaver, Robert, T 
Post 0150 - Buchholtz - Kiefer - Ste. Genevieve 
Lipp, Nellie, C 
Allen, John, L 
Schneider, Thomas, E 
Post 0152 - Harry B. Pryor - Ashland 
Marshall, Larry, K 
Bennett, Jimmie, G 
Post 0158 - Altenthal - Joerns - Jackson 
Hardy, Robert, L 
Dreyer, Leonard, G 
Packard, Charles, R 
Surface, Dean, A 
Hueter, Quentin, L 
Franke, Alvin, A 
Kluesner, Bernard, W 
Gardner, Ron, J 
Dykes, Roger, H 
James, Johnnie, F 
Post 0162 - Lemay Memorial - Lemay 
Anthony, Robert, E 
Harbaugh, Donald,   
Rosenhauer, Edward, C 
Martinez, Anthony,   
Post 0163 - Clude R. Burdick - Neosho 
Biss, Francis,   
Post 0174 - Boots - Dickson - Palmyra 
Schmidt, Terry, L 
Fessenden, Donald, W 
Schaefer, Max, B 
Hoerr, Louis, F 
Post 0177 - Leo P. O'Brien - Eureka 
Waddell, William, S 
Post 0180 - Daniel Boone - Marthasville 

Mutert, Floyd, F 
Post 0182 - Ernest A. McNish - Brookfield 
Dodd, Clarence,   
Clawson, Robert, E 
Post 0189 - Robert L. Clore - Lees Summit 
Baker, Gary, B 
Compton, Glenn, D 
Lehman, Gary, J 
Moore, Gary, K 
Post 0190 - Harris E. Petree - Oregon 
Atkins, Albert,   
Post 0191 - Marshall - Marshall 
Thompson, James, L 
Post 0192 - Herman Blum Memorial - Kahoka 
Hudson, George, B 
Post 0202 - Herbert Williams - Columbia 
Miles, Jack, W 
Rall, Kenneth, L 
Morris, Donald, W 
Sapp, Marvin, E 
McDonald, Terry, B 
Williams, Robert, Q 
Post 0208 - Walter LePere - Manchester 
Yamaguchi, Owen, S 
Hartman, Robert, G 
Meadows, James, I 
Post 0209 - Jesse C. Rains - Lamar 
Boman, Charles, W 
Post 0216 - Wilson - Axline - Bethany 
Brown, Donald,   
Blessing, Don, L 
Post 0217 - Benton County - Warsaw 
Vaughn, Kenneth, R 
Brady, Linda, M 
Bernardi, Charles, D 
Crane, Terrence, E 
Daniels, Donald, L 
Davis, Harry, L 
Duy, Harvey,   
Lubke, Clair,   
Stull, Ray,   
Wright, Wilbur,   
Edmonds, Dale, R 
Post 0218 - Washington - Washington 
Smith, Gary,   
Walls, Alfred, J 
Altemueller, Richard, J 
Armstrong, James, A 
Noelke, Richard,   
Taylor, Terry, D 
Trentmann, John, F 
Bruckerhoff, Vincent,   
Quinn, Harvey, F 
Post 0219 - Verne Stone - Memphis 
Smith, Larry, D 
Post 0220 - Pemberton Jennings - Branson 
Porter, John, C 
Post 0221 - Monroe County - Paris 
Light, Ron,   
Hunter, George, W 
McCameron, Terry, W 
Brazeale, Charles, R 
Morgan, Dale,   
Post 0223 - Wrzeconia - Smith - Higginsville 
Hurd, Richard, A 
Post 0228 - Sullivan County - Milan 
Hostetter, Gary,   
Post 0236 - Clyde Gustine - Excelsior 
Wright, Patrick, T 
Baker, Francis, G 
Post 0237 - Griffith - Skiles - Richmond 
Maxwell, Larry, A 
Bowman, Larry,   
Dehn, Louis, J 
Post 0239 - LeRoy Smithpeter - Carrollton 
Melville, Ernest, G 
Post 0247 - Ethel Memorial - Ethel 
Jones, Gale, O 
Post 0253 - Peebles - Vaughn - Wideman - Festus 
Hicks, Donald, L 
Neely, Robert, A 
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Randl, Harold, D 
Rowe, Lindell, P 
Kenyon, Bernard, J 
Rees, Harold, P 
Sikes, Monte, L 
Post 0256 - Maitland - Graham - Maitland 
Carpenter, Charles, W 
Post 0258 - Lohman - Meyer - Concordia 
Gibson, Fadaylis, F 
Droege, Fred, A 
Olson, Wendell, J 
Post 0260 - Raymond Sager - Stanberry 
Stingley, Leroy, C 
Post 0261 - Cyril A. Graham - Edina 
Parsons, Cecil,   
Post 0265 - Cordia - Humphrey - Potosi 
McClain, Eugene, E 
Finch, Robert, A 
Post 0270 - Rolla Memorial - Rolla 
Black, John, R 
Post 0274 - Claude Myers - Browning 
Creason, Donald, R 
Maggart, Wesley, L 
Post 0284 - John Richards - Fairfax 
Miles, Melvin, E 
Post 0285 - Bothwell - Clark - Craven - Eads - Hamilton 
Hemry, Raymond,   
Post 0286 - Douyhit - Specker - Odessa 
King, Larry, J 
Post 0287 - Dick Munkres - Savannah 
Bowland, John, W 
Hannah, Veldron, E 
Spencer, E, J 
Post 0293 - Eccjer - Patrick - Liberal 
Brown, Jerry, L 
Wilson, Hal, M 
Post 0297 - Union - Union 
Mattingly, David, P 
Stahlman, Keith,   
Harwood, Zed,   
Jones, George, H 
Price, Bob,   
Post 0298 - Liesmann - Roberts - Dixon 
Thilges, John, N 
Post 0303 - Barnes - Casinger - Montgomery - Senath 
Smith, Lester, J 
Morgan, Larry, J 
Ivy, Alton, R 
Post 0304 - Edgar Cole - Tipton 
Kuttenkuler, Quentin, A 
Fry, Elmer, L 
Post 0305 - Abraham Lincoln - Cole Camp 
Schlesselman, Leo, A 
Heimsoth, Arthur,   
Dowler, Richard, L 
Heisterberg, Leroy,   
Barnes, Dennis,   
Post 0306 - Wilson - Alexander - Seymour 
Hume, Larry,   
Post 0309 - Clarence Memorial - Clarence 
Wood, Jack, S 
Post 0312 - St. Charles - St. Charles 
Syberg, Gerald, J 
Schneider, Donald, L 
Sherwood, Roy, H 
Pugh, E, E 
Beilsmith, James, G 
Carson, Barry,   
Lanigan, Robert, G 
Post 0313 - Aloys - Crockwell - St. Peters 
Robinson, Daniel,   
Rattner, Daniel, D 
Hirtz, Gerald, P 
Stone, Jerry, L 
Stille, Spencer, L 
Post 0317 - Paul A. Hasenbeck - Freeburg 
Knoerr, Wilbur,   
Post 0319 - Vogt - Keene - Mintert - Portage Des Souix 
Tubbesing, Raymond, W 
Post 0322 - Darris S. Schalk - Webb City 
Horn, Shelby, P 

Post 0323 - Wentzville - Wentzville 
Luby, John, P 
Martin, David, M 
Cruse, Robert, E 
Gibbons, Thomas, A 
Joerling, Gene, E 
Martin, John, D 
McKinney, Virgil,   
Post 0331 - William C. Anderson Memorial - St. Robert 
Hooper, Robert, E 
Marchbanks - Main - Van Buren 
Burrows, Jack,   
Wilcox, Paul, W 
Post 0338 - Thoman - Boothe - Overland 
Scotti, Richard, L 
Post 0345 - Coleman - Ogle - Butt - Steelville 
Earney, Lloyd,   
Post 0347 - St. Clair Memorial - St. Clair 
Dulworth, Harold, J 
Post 0359 - Pony Express - St. Joseph 
Elder, Harry, A 
Bowles, Charles, L 
Sale, Earl, W 
Randall, Norman, D 
Akre, Ordell, P 
Bonnett, David,   
Bottorff, Larry, D 
Post 0365 - King - Walker - Custer - Green City 
Payne, John, J 
Post 0370 - Haney Pennock - Louisiana 
Shepherd, Milford, E 
Moore, Charles, R 
Allely, Ronald, L 
Post 0376 - Teachener - Shelbina 
Leake, Ronald, D 
Post 0379 - Oak Grove - Oak Grove 
Wildschuetz, William, C 
Post 0382 - Harry C. Crumb - Bloomfield 
McMillan, Denver,   
Post 0384 - Smith - Holloway - Willow Springs 
Tinsley, Gerald,   
Post 0388 - O'Fallon - O'Fallon 
Ely, Terrence,   
Cox, James, A 
Post 0397 - Creve Coeur Memorial - Creve Coeur 
Geringer, Donald, C 
Moore, Lloyd,   
Redington, Thomas, A 
Faron, Roy, J 
Post 0404 - St. Louis Service Women's - St. Louis 
Horvath, Helen, M 
Gerhardt, Marilyn, F 
Post 0416 - LePere - McCalister - Farmington 
Carrow, Francis, H 
Stuart, Harold, L 
Jones, Robert, H 
Shoulders, Jay,   
Wade, Leroy,   
Cozean, Jon, D 
Perryman, Ronald, L 
Yount, Bennie, R 
Post 0422 - Barlog - Kuszaj - Zero Memorial - St. Louis 
Rose, Gale, E 
Post 0424 - Hartsburg - Hartsburg 
Nichols, Paul, L 
Post 0434 - Nixa Memorial - Nixa 
Schriver, Thomas, N 
Johnston, William, C 
Post 0444 - Florissant Valley Memorial - Florissant 
Durall, Donald, R 
Hoemann, James, W 
Garten, Gerald, K 
Post 0464 - Tri-C Memorial - Conception Junction 
Moutray, James, F 
Galbreath, James,   
Davis, Jeff,   
Post 0478 - Tieman - Blackburn - Blackburn 
Hill, George, R 
Post 0487 - Hardin - Hardin 
George, Louis,   
Baker, Richard, E 
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Kallenberger, Gene,   
Post 0488 - Belton - Belton 
Ledford, Charles, F 
Winslow, Jimmy, E 
Post 0494 - Qulin Memorial - Qulin 
Benton, Carroll, L 
Richardson, Dean, W 
Piatt, Dewey, F 
Post 0499 - Stanley - Pack - Blue Springs 
McCracken, John, M 
KRIPPS, RICHARD, A 
Mooneyhan, John, R 
Haight, Norman, E 
Post 0510 - Hubbell - Paris - Laddonia 
Evans, Butler, M 
Torbeck, Edmund, A 
Ehrlich, William, S 
Post 0525 - St. Joseph Memorial - St. Louis 
Barlows, Noel, F 
Post 0528 - Curry - Richardson - Sparks - Waldeier - 
Parnell 
Dack, Larry,   
Post 0552 - Martinsburg - Martinsburg 
Steele, Eddie,   
Eikel, Vernon,   
Fennewald, Gregory, A 
Stuckenschneide, Joe,   
Post 0555 - Golden Anniversary - St. Louis 
Nardoni, Norman, W 
Post 0558 - Malta Bend Memorial - Malta Bend 
Willis, Richard, E 
Cramer, David, L 
Post 0587 - Rosebud Memorial - Rosebud 
Smith, William,   
Post 0595 - Brown - Twitty - New Madrid 
Hatley, Charles, C 
Perkins, Charles,   
Glidewell, John,   
Langley, John,   
Broughton, George, C 
Hornburg, Donnie, E 
Post 0618 - Emerson - Bell - Osceola 
Payton, Albert, H 
Post 0624 - Zachariah (Zach) Davis Wheat - Sunrise Beach 
Spry, Ronald,   
Davenport, Bernard, E 
Hovey, Jon, D 
Chase, David,   
Haug, Dwayne, O 
 

Post 0626 - Bennett & Dennis Herrick Memorial - 
Gladstone 
Farrar, William, L 
Gresham, Russell,   
Hall, James, P 
Prock, Donald, F 
Box, Robert, C 
Post 0639 - Vietnam War Memorial - Springfield 
Bowler, William,   
Gibbs, Hagan, E 
Post 0642 - George A. Whiteman Memorial - Sedalia 
Shull, Ervin,   
Post 0643 - Naylor Memorial - Naylor 
Hanner, Melvin, R 
Post 0676 - Kirby Wilcox Bicentennial - Springfield 
Mulkins, Orville, E 
Maberry, Calvin,   
Brauch, Robert, D 
McMillin, Robert, E 
Chudomelka, Charles, A 
Jackson, William, E 
Ogan, Jim, E 
King, Milton, A 
Ludwig, Larry, A 
Tisher, Charles, A 
Post 0777 - Joseph L. Frank Memorial - St. Louis 
Berry, Charles, E 
Post 0781 - Carl Junction Memorial - Carl Junction 
Seeman, Roland, E 
Post 0999 - Missouri Boys State - Jefferson City 
Timson, Walter, A 
Post 1000 - Department of Missouri - Jefferson City 
Isaak, Dale,   
Rigoli, Carl,   
Weber, Richard, L 
Wisely, Harold, C 
Black, Joe, H 
McGrew, Charles, K 
McDaniel, Everett, D 
Elsensohn, James, E 
Ginther, Jim, A 
Kemper, Bill, R 
Signoracci, John, J 
Goepferich, Kenneth,   
Wargo, Robert,   
Patton, Howard,   
Post 1107 - Heartland Women Veterans - Independence 
Starnes, Carol, A 
Post 1214 - Women Veterans of SW Missouri - Springfield 
Mahaffey, Pamela, S 
Carter, Linda, D 
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