
Subject:  .30 Caliber Blank M1909 – Ammunition Safety Message June 2013 

AMMUNITION SAFETY MESSAGE 

 

A mishap occurred during the first week of May 2013 in which two M1 Garand rifles blew apart. 
This occurred during the rendering of honors at the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery.  As a 
result of this mishap, two American Legion members received serious injuries.  This mishap was 
caused by the use of .30 caliber grenade launching cartridges instead of the authorized M1909 .30 
caliber blank cartridges issued by the US Army Joint Munitions Command.  The only visible 
difference between the blank cartridge and the grenade cartridge is that the blank cartridge has 6 
crimps and the grenade cartridge has 5 crimps.  The grenade cartridge generates much more 
pressure and is not designed or intended to be fired with a blank firing adapter. 

           

WARNING 
 

• Do not fire .30 caliber grenade cartridge in the M1 Garand Rifle  
• Only .30 caliber blank ammunition issued by the US Army Joint Munitions Command 

is authorized for use. 
• If your ammunition pedigree or origin is questionable,  inspect your blank ammunition 

for the presence of grenade launching cartridges  

If you have questions, please direct them to Mr. Robert Weissman, US Army Armament Research 
and Development Engineering Center, (973) 724-3056, robert.j.weissman.civ@mail.mil. 
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