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HE AMERICAN LEGION Department of Missouri,
each school year, sponsors an Oratorical Contest for high
school students in Missouri.

The purpose of the contest is to develop knowledge and
appreciation of the United States Constitution, the ability to
think and speak clearly and critically, and the acceptance of
the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of American
citizenship. The contest meets guidelines of the Missouri
State High School Activities Association, and appears in the
Advisory List of Contests and Activities, of the National
Association of Secondary School Principals. The Legion
contest is a partner with the National Speech & Debate
Association, the honor society for high school students
(formerly the National Forensic League).

AWARDS

The Department of Missouri awards the following medals
and scholarships at State Finals:

Istplace ............ Gold Medal .. ....... $5,000.00

2nd place. . .......... Silver Medal . ... .... $2,500.00

Srdplace............ Silver Medal . ....... $2,250.00

4thplace............ Silver Medal . ... .... $2,000.00
Zone

Istplace .. ... Gold Medal

2nd place. . ....... ... Silver Medal

Others........... ... . . .. Bronze Medal
District

Istplace .........co .. Silver Medal

2nd place. . ....... ... . Bronze Medal
Countyaward .......... ..ot Brooch

If a high school contest is held, the sponsoring Post should
award the winner a bronze medal, available from Department
Headquarters, P.O. Box 179, Jefferson City 65102 at $12.50
each.

Contestants in the National Finals receive scholarships of
$25,000, $22,500, and $20,000 for the top three places. State
winners who participate in first-round National contests
receive $2,000 scholarships. Second-round National
participants (who do not make the finals) receive additional
$2,000 scholarships. Some colleges and universities (including
Drury University and William Jewell College) give additional
scholarships based on participation in the Oratorical Contest.

SCHEDULE OF CONTESTS

Contest Date
High School ............... Before November 30, 2025
County ............ Between December 7 and 22, 2025
District . ................... Before January 19, 2026
ZONe . ... Before February 9, 2026
State Finals . .............. On Sunday, March 1, 2026

Most Contests are on a Sunday Afternoon

NATIONAL CONTESTS

National contests are May 15 - 17, 2026, in Hillsdale,
Michigan. Missouri sends one contestant to the first of the
three National rounds. The top three national finalists earn
berths in Original Oratory at the National Speech & Debate
national tournament.

PREPARED ORATION

Each contestant delivers a prepared oration, which must be
an original effort. Plagiarism may cause disqualification.

The oration must address some aspect of the Constitution
of the United States, which emphasizes the attendant duties
and obligations of a citizen to our government. A student
shall use the same subject for the oration throughout all
contests.

The oration in all contests, except the State Finals, must
last between five and six minutes. The oration in the State
Finals must last between eight and ten minutes. The same
oration must be used by the state winner in the national
contest. The title of the oration is announced by the contest
Chair before each oration.

Quotations must be clearly indicated. If they exceed ten
words, the author’s name shall be given both orally and in the
manuscript. All speeches are delivered in English (except for
short phrases from other languages). Singing is not permitted
(although songs may be quoted).

ASSIGNED TOPIC DISCOURSE

Contestants in the district, zone, and state contests give
an Assigned Topic Discourse, in addition to a Prepared
Oration. The discourse lasts between three and five minutes.
The oration quotation rule must be observed.

The discourse tests the speaker’s knowledge of the subject,
the extent of research, and the ability to relate the topic to the
basic principles of the Constitution. All contestants speak on
the same topic, drawn during the contest from the four listed
on the next page.

DELIVERY TIME
Prepared Oration Assigned Topic
Not Less Not More Not Less  Not More

Than Than Than Than
School, County 5 min. 6 min. - -
District & Zone 5 min. 6 min. 3 min. 5 min.
State Finals 8 min. 10 min, 3 min. 5 min.

If a contestant speaks less than the minimum or more than
the maximum time, a penalty of one point for each minute (or
fraction thereof) is deducted from the contestant’s total score.

ASSIGNED TOPICS - 2026

AMENDMENT IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

ARTICLE III
Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist
only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their
Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall
be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two
Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open
Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment
of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work
Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of
the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV
Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every
State in this Union a Republican Form of Government,
and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on
Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when
the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic
Violence.
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ARTICLE VI

Clause 3. The Senators and Representatives before
mentioned, and the Members of the several State
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of
the United States and of the several States, shall be bound
by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but
no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification
to any Office or public Trust under the United States.

ORGANIZATION

The contest is supervised by the Oratorical Commission of
nine members appointed by the Department Commander.
The Commission is the final authority on all aspects of the
contest.

The state is divided into four zones:

Zone 1 - Legion Districts 1, 2, 8 and 9

Zone 2 - Legion Districts 3, 4, 5 and 7

Zone 3 - Legion Districts 6, 15,16 and 17
Zone 4 - Legion Districts 10, 11/12, 13 and 14

Each District Commander appoints County Chairs and a
District Chair. The Commission appoints the four Zone
Chairs. Each Chair cooperates with the local schools and
Legion Posts to promote the program; to supervise generally
the contests in the area; and, in addition, to preside at the
particular contest he or she chairs.

ELIGIBILITY

All contestants shall be citizens or lawful permanent
residents of the United States, bona fide students under age
20, and presently enrolled in grades 9 through 12, in a high
school or junior high school (public, parochial, military, home or
private). Contestants must either be legally domiciled in, or
attend school within Missouri. Contestants may enter the
contest in only one state. Students who graduate early may
compete if not enrolled in a college, university, trade school,
or other institution of higher learning on March 1, 2026.

The three finalists in the National Finals cannot compete
again at any level.

SPONSORSHIP

Contests are sponsored and financed by The American
Legion Department of Missouri, Inc., and the Legion Posts
throughout the State.

Posts sponsor and assist the contestants from their local
high schools. If no Post is near a high school, or if a contestant
is not sponsored by a Post, then the Commission, upon
request, will assist the contestant.

Posts of each county unite to sponsor the county champion
at the district contest. Posts in each district sponsor the dis-
trict winner at the zone contest, while Posts of the zone spon-
sor the zone champion at the State Finals in Jefferson City.

Contests are open to the public, with no admission charge.
Schools and the public, generally, are invited to cooperate
with the Legion in promoting this patriotic enterprise.
Constructive criticisms and suggestions are considered by the
Commission at its annual meeting.

CRITERIA FOR SPEECHES

Before the contest, each Judge should study the scoring of
the Prepared Oration and Assigned Topic, as indicated by this
scorecard:

Name of judge Date

Number of Contestant 123456

A. Content

Prepared Oration 12 pts.
Assigned Topic 4 pts.

1. Was the speech original,
fresh, and direct,
applying the student's
knowledge?

2. Did the student skillfully Prepared Oration 12 pts.
select examples, descriptions, Assigned Topic 4 pts.
analogies, and specific
data?

3. Was the speech logical,
well organized, and
developed?

Prepared Oration 12 pts.
Assigned Topic 4 pts.

4. Did the student show Prepared Oration 16 pts.

a comprehensiveness of Assigned Topic 6 pts.
knowledge of the subject
matter?

B. Speaking Skills

1. Did the student Prepared Oration 6 pts.
use volume, rate, Assigned Topic 4 pts.
pitch, and diction
effectively?

2. Rate the speaker's Prepared Oration 6 pts.
style: language use, Assigned Topic 4 pts.
word arrangement
and selection, and
transitions.

3. Were body actions — Prepared Oration 6 pts.
poise, eye contact, Assigned Topic 4 pts.
posture, gestures, facial
expressions — appropriate?

Total Points

Penalties:
1 point for each minute (or fraction thereof) over or under allotted time
1-10 points for failure to speak on the Constitution

Rank each Contestant 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.



