
On the day of the program, all county 
committee members should be present. The 
cha irma n wi ll need help in registering students 
and getti ng them to the mee ting r00rn so the 
program can get started o n time . He will also 
need belp to sec that all students get from the 
Court House to the place w here lunch will be 
served. Inviting the county officers to lunch 
will help prov ide transportation . 

The period follow ing lunch offers many 
opportunities for SI udents . They might hear a 
speaker, hold a question-and-answcr period 
wi lh county officers, or possib ly conduct a 
mock tria l. 

The Departme nt of M issouri has a good 
sup p ly of Certificates of Participation on hand. 
P lease use these . They wi ll be mailed to you on 
request, at no cost. by the Depa rt me nt Adju­
ta nt . T hese should be presented to students at 
the close of the day's act ivities. 
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These certi ficates available at no cost from ­
An Activity Sponsored By

[Jepartment Headquarters 
The American legion The American l egion
Post Office Box 179 

Jefferson City, MO 65102 Department of Missouri 



THE AMERICAN LEGION 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 


County Government 

Program 

9:00-9:30 A. M . .... ... . . . . . . . . Registration 

9:30-10:00 A.M .. . . ... . ...... lntrouuctions 
S hort ta lk on County Government 

Explain program [or the day 

10:00-1 2:00 A.M . . .. . . . Visit County Offices 

12:00-1 :00 P.M..... Lunch at T he American 
Legion home or other 

appropriate p lace 

1:00-1:30 P .M .. .. .... .. ... .... . .. Speaker 


I :30-2:30 P .M . . .... Questions and Answers 
Presentation of certificates 

Fina l Announcements 
Return Home 

WH AT THE PROGRAM IS 
AND HOW IT FUNCTIO NS 

The Nat iona l Exec utive Comm illee of the 
American Legion in May, 1950, adopted a 
reso lu tion whereby County Governmen t was 
authori7ed and became a part of the ofric ial 
progra 111 or the America n Legio n as II n act ivity 
or the Natio nal .Americani!:>m Commission. 
The \954 Departme nt Convention of Misso uri 
adopted a reso luti on setting ur a Department 
County Government Committee to further 
Cou nty Governmen( in Missouri. 

This program gives high school students an 
insight on the work ings 0[' government on the 
loca l \evel Wit h the coo peration of the local 
post!> in tht: county, (he schoo l officials. and 
co unty officers, tilis progla m can be a huge 
succcss. This program can bc th e key to 

interesting our you ng peop le ill America to 
local governmt:nt. This may be tb e on ly contact 
some or these students will have with the 
people who govern Our counties . No other 
program lake~ students into the offices of 
elected officia ls a nd leaches I hem somethi ng o f 
wha l goes on in them . With our young pl:ople 
now being a ble to vote at the age of eighteen. it 
is urgent that they know somet hing about the 
person and the office they urc running fo r. 

STU DENT SELECTION 
The se lect ion nl students should be left to the 

sc hool s II ' the school has tirnc for ~tudents to 
campaign and conduct a regula r' election, this 
is fine. It give~ these young peorle ~ome 
pol itica l education . Some sehools lise a certain 
class, s uch as g.overnment. civics, etc . Most 

sma ll schoo \sjust select st ud en ts . making su re 
(hey pic k d ifferen t ones each year, so tha t most 
a ll high ~chool studen ts gel to participate 
during their four years . How the st uden ts arc 
selected is not as important as selec tin g good 
students. Make sure th ey are interes ted in 
government and will be a good representative 
of the high sc hool. Most you ng people these 
days arc very much interested in politics and 
the working of government. 

PLANNIN G COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT DA Y 


The district cha irman should initiate the 
planning. He should get each post in the coun ty 
to appoint a representalive. These indi vid ua ls 
will form the coun ty committct:. The county 
committee wil l e lect one of its niembcrs as 
county c hairman . The co unty committee will 
be respons ible for planning the program for 
County G overnmcnt Day . T he County Court 
or o th er responsible county officials shou ld be 
contacted to sec what day would be suitable for 
them to hold this program. As soo n as the day 
is set, the high sc hools should bc notified so as 
lO get th is i 1\ thei r sched ul e It is very important 
to have good working relations with both the 
sc hools and the county offices . Plan this pro­
gram far eno ugh ahead so tilal cvt:ryone has 
lime to prepare for it. Once this program is 
estab lis hed everyone will bc loo king forward to 
it year afte r yea r. 

The Auxil iary shou ld be asked to join the 
planning and the working of this program . 
They t:a n be very helpful, especia lI y in the 
planning and serv ing [he lunch to the st udents. 


